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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4 and 24 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 4 recites "The device of claim 1 , comprising a portal input adapted top 
receives,.." The office assumes "The device of claim 1, comprising a portal 
input adapted to receive..." 

• Claim 24 recites "The method of claim 11, comprising..." Claim 11 has a 
device and not a method. The office assumes "The method of claim 19, 
comprising..." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-11 and 19-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US Patent 6,097,441 to Allport et al (hereafter referenced as Allport). 

Regarding claim 1, "a handheld device employing disparate sources to 
provide an electronic programming guide" reads on the remote control device 
that receives broadcast data as well as Internet data (col. 3, lines 52-57) 
disclosed by Allport and represented in Figs. 1 and 2. As to "a device 
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comprising: an input adapted to receive a program identification extracted from a 
broadcast signal, wherein the program identification is adapted to identify 
available media content" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 8-18) that the remote 
control is programmed such that the commands could be sent to receive 
embedded data related to the program being broadcast such as actors 
biographies, historical facts, etc. 

As to "a synchronization engine adapted to create multilevel links 
associating the program identification with multiple levels of additional 
information relating to the available media content, wherein at least one level of 
the additional information is acquired from a disparate content source, and the 
multilevel links are synchronized to successively lead to progressively more 
detailed levels of the additional information" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29-41) 
that the embedded data received by remote control includes the lists of web sites 
associated with the programming to user's remote control display device. This 
list of web sites represents multi-level links that are used to display additional 
detailed data to the video program being displayed as represented in Fig.2 
(element 75). 

As to "a user interface adapted to communicate the multiple levels of 
additional information in association with the program identification to a 
consumer based on the multilevel links" Allport discloses (col.6, lines 49-54) that 
the remote control's display device displays Internet contents. Allport further 
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discloses (col.12, lines 11-41) that the user is able to browse the web sites data 
on the remote control to receive more information about the programming. 



Regarding claim 2, "the device comprising a data request module adapted 
to identify the additional information at a remote location on a communications 
network" Allport discloses (col. 14, lines 42-53) that the receiver In remote control 
device transmits/receives data request through modem chipset to the network as 
represented in Fig. 3 (element 145). 

Regarding claim 3; "the device comprising a data request module adapted 
to request the additional information from a remote location over a 
communications network based on the program identification" Allport discloses 
(col. 14, lines 42-53) that the receiver in remote control device transmits/receives 
program request through modem chipset to the network as represented in Fig. 3 
(element 145). Allport further discloses (col.12, lines 15-17) that the information 
is being related to the program. 



Regarding claim 4, "the device comprising a portal input adapted to 
receive the additional information from a remote location over a communications 
network" Allport discloses (col. 9, lines 51-53; col. 13, lines 6-7) that the Internet 
data, in addition to broadcast data, are received in remote device via base station 
as represented in Fig. 3 (element 95). 
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Regarding claim 5, "the device comprising a web browser adapted to 
store the additional information in a memory of the handheld device" Allport 
discloses (col.6, lines 61-64; col.7, lines 61-67; col.11, lines 12-16) that the 
remote control device browses the web to watch a TV program and stores the 
channel information received from broadcast source and the Internet source to 
it's memory. 

Regarding claim 6, *'the device wherein said user interface is adapted to 
communicate the program identification to the consumer" Allport discloses 
(col. 12, lines 15-17) that the broadcast TV signal contains program information. 

Regarding claim 7, "the device wherein said user interface is adapted to 
detect a selection of the program identification by the consumer" Allport discloses 
(coL8, lines 5-16) that the remote control device allows user to select the channel 
he/she wants to watch. 

Regarding claim 8, "the device wherein said synchronization engine is 
adapted, upon detecting the selection, to retrieve the additional information from 
a location in memory of the handheld device via a link between the program 
identification and the location" Allport discloses (col.7, line 59-col.8, line 4) that 
the additional Internet data is embedded in the TV signal where this data can be 
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viewed on the remote control's display and swapping this information on a 
display onto two display. 

Regarding claim 9, "the device wherein said synchronization engine is 
adapted, upon detecting the selection, to retrieve the additional information from 
a remote location over a communications system via a link between the program 
identification and the remote location" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29-41) that 
the embedded data received by remote control includes the lists of web sites 
associated with the programming to user's remote control display device. This 
list of web sites represents multi-level links that are used to display additional 
detailed data from the Internet source to the video program being displayed as 
represented in Fig.2 (element 75). 

Regarding claim 10, "the device comprising: retrieving the additional 
information from a location via a link between the program identification and the 
location, wherein said retrieving occurs in response to said detecting and 
communicating the additional information to the consumer in response to said 
detecting" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29-41) that the embedded data received 
by remote control includes the lists of web sites associated with the programming 
to user's remote control display device. This list of web sites represents multi- 
level links that are used to display additional detailed data from the Internet 
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source to the video program being displayed as represented in Fig.2 |(element 
75). 

Regarding claim 11, "tlie device wherein said synchronization engine is 
adapted to create an electronic program guide data structure and source data 
structure" Allport discloses (col.7, lines 36-58) that the device creates a 
programming guide (ads) and as represented in Fig. 2 (element 85), broadcast 
station sends the video source to remote control. 

Regarding claim 19, "a method of operation for a handheld device 
employing disparate sources to provide an electronic programming guide" reads 
on the remote control device that receives broadcast data as well as Internet 
data (col.3, lines 52-57) disclosed by Allport and represented in Figs. 1 and 2. 
As to "a method comprising: receiving a program identification extracted from a 
broadcast signal, wherein the program identification is adapted to identify 
available media content" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 8-18) that the remote 
control is programmed such that the commands could be sent to receive 
embedded data related to the program being broadcast such as actors 
biographies, historical facts, etc. 

As to "creating multilevel links associating the program identification with 
multiple levels of additional infonnation relating to the available media content, 
wherein at least one level of the additional information is acquired from a 
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disparate content source, and the multilevel links are synchronized to 
successively lead to progressively more detailed levels of the additional 
information" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29-41) that the embedded data 
received by remote control includes the lists of web sites associated with the 
programming to user's remote control display device. This list of web sites 
represents multi-level links that are used to display additional detailed data to the 
video program being displayed as represented in Fig.2 (element 75). 

As to "communicating the multiple levels of additional information in 
association with the program identification to a consumer based on the multilevel 
links" Allport discloses (col.6, lines 49-54) that the remote control's display device 
displays Internet contents. Allport further discloses (col. 12, lines 1 1-41) that the 
user is able to browse the web sites data on the remote control to receive more 
information about the programming. 

Regarding claim 20, "the method comprising identifying the additional 
information at a remote location on a communications network" Allport discloses 
(col. 14, lines 42-53) that the receiver in remote control device transmits/receives 
data request through modem chipset to the network as represented In Fig. 3 
(element 145). 



Regarding claim 21, "the method comprising requesting the additional 
information from a remote location over a communications network based on the 
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program identification" Allport discloses (col. 14, lines 42-53) that the receiver in 
remote control device transmits/receives program request through modem 
chipset to the network as represented in Fig. 3 (element 145). Allport further 
discloses (col. 12, lines 15-17) that the information is being related to the 
program. 



Regarding claim 22, "the method comprising receiving the additional 
information from a remote location over a communications network" Allport 
discloses (col.9, lines 51-53; col. 13, lines 6-7) that the Internet data, in addition to 
broadcast data, are received in remote device via base station as represented in 
Fig. 3 (element 95). 



Regarding claim 23, "the method comprising storing the additional 
information in a memory of the handheld device" Allport discloses (col.6, lines 61- 
64; coL7, lines 61-67; col.1 1, lines 12-16) that the remote control device browses 
the web to watch a TV program and stores the channel infonnation received from 
broadcast source and the Internet source to it's memory. 

Regarding claim 24, "the method comprising communicating the program 
identification to the consumer" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 15-17) that the 
broadcast TV signal contains program information. 
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Regarding claim 25, "the method comprising detecting a selection of the 
program identification by the consumer" Allport discloses (col. 8, lines 5-16) that 
the remote control device allows user to select the channel he/she wants to 
watch. 

Regarding claim 26, "the method comprising retrieving the additional 
information from a location in memory of the handheld device via a link between 
the program identification and the location, wherein said retrieving occurs in 
response to said detecting" Allport discloses (col.7, line 59-col.8, line 4) that the 
additional Internet data is embedded in the TV signal where this data can be 
viewed on the remote control's display and swapping this information on a 
display onto two display. 



Regarding claim 27, "the method comprising retrieving the additional 
information from a remote location over a communications system via a link 
between the program identification and the remote location, wherein said 
retrieving occurs in response to said detecting" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29- 
41) that the embedded data received by remote control includes the lists of web 
sites associated with the programming to user's remote control display device. 
This list of web sites represents multi-level links that are used to display 
additional detailed data from the Internet source to the video program being 
displayed as represented in Fig.2 (element 75). 
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Regarding claim 28, "the metliod comprising: retrieving the additional 
information from a location via a link between the program identification and the 
location, wherein said retrieving occurs in response to said detecting and 
communicating the additional information to the consumer in response to said 
detecting" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29-41) that the embedded data received 
by remote control includes the lists of web sites associated with the programming 
to user's remote control display device. This list of web sites represents multi- 
level links that are used to display additional detailed data from the Internet 
source to the video program being displayed as represented In Fig.2 (element 
75). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US Patent 6,097,441 to Allport et al (hereafter referenced as Allport) in view of US 
Patent 5,635,989 to Rothmuller et al (hereafter referenced as Rothmuller). 

Regarding claim 12, Allport meets all the limitations of the claim except 
"the device wherein said synchronization engine is adapted to build the electronic 



Application/Control Number: Page 12 

10/509,643 

Art Unit: 2623 

program guide data structure by scanning available source devices in the source 
data structure." However, Rothmuller discloses (col.2, lines 1-3) that the system 
creates a programming guide by searching program information for a plurality of 
different program sources. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to use multiple sources to 
create EPG as taught by Rothmuller in order to allow the viewer to display a 
schedule of the entire channel guide which contains programs from all the 
available sources (col.1 , lines 33-35). 

Regarding claim 13, Allport meets all the limitations of the claim except 
"the device wherein said synchronization engine is a adapted to parse content of 
the source devices and construct the electronic program guide data structure 
based on the content." However, Rothmuller discloses (col.2, lines 33-41) that 
the system analyzes the program list to determine if program list is included in a 
program guide that comprised program information from a plurality of different 
program sources. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills 
in the art at the time of the invention to analyze program sources to create EPG 
as taught by Rothmuller in order to allow the viewer to display a schedule of the 
entire channel guide which contains viewer's favorite programs from all the 
available sources (col.1 , lines 33-35); 
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Regarding claim 14, Allport meets all the limitations of the claim except 
"the device wherein said synchronization engine is adapted to locate a program 
list view providing a first level of programming guide information including 
channels and programs of the electronic program guide data structure." 
However Rothmuller discloses (col.2, lines 3-6) that the program information on 
EPG includes the title of the program, channel and the time of the program. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time of the invention to include channel number and program name in EPG as 
taught by Rothmuller in order for user to review and identify the program he/she 
desires to watch (col.2, lines 8-9). 



Regarding claim 15, Allport meets all the limitations of the claim except 
"the device scans available sources to determine if multiple sources exist, to 
select a source with a most recent date and time stamp, and to retrieve content 
from a selected source. However, Rothmuller discloses (col.6, lines 40-47) that 
the device receives the program from the program source that replaces the 
oldest program title with the newest date/time stamp program title. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the 
invention to choose the most recent time and date stamped source as taught by 
Rothmuller in order to compile a program guide. 
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Regarding claim 16, "the device wherein said synchronization engine is 
adapted to construct an electronic progrann guide view on a display of the device, 
and to provide a hyperlink on the display to a second level of electronic program 
guide information" Allport discloses (col.7, line 59-col.8, line 4) that the html data 
stripped from the TV signal and viewed on the remote control's display device- 



Regarding claim 17, "the device wherein said synchronization engine is 
adapted to create a subsequent hyperlink directing the user to a third level of 
electronic program guide information" Allport discloses (col. 12, lines 29-34) that 
the embedded data provides the access to web links of the program being 
broadcast to viewer's remote control device. 

Regarding claim 18, Allport meets all the limitations of the claim except 
"the device wherein said synchronization engine is adapted to download 
electronic program guide contents to the device prior to a user request for 
electronic program guide contents." However, Rothmuller discloses (col.7, lines 
45-58) that the processor in device periodically compares the favorite program 
list to the program guide, stores and generates the updated EPG to the device 
prior to viewer's selection. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to receive EPG data before 
the user request as taught by Rothmuller in order to use the EPG without user 
spending time to selecti the list of programs. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 7,076,202 B1 to Billmaier et a! discloses a system for providing an 
EPG to a mobile device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pinkal Chokshi whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. Friday 
ofO- 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonmation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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